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Contribution of Japanese Geographers to the Study of
Southeast Asia after World War II

YAMASHITA, Kiyomi

This paper attempts to review the geographical studies on Southeast Asia
published in Japan after World War II, and to point out problems of such studies
for the further development of the field.

Most Japanese geographers who participated in the study of Southeast Asia
soon after World War II had spent some time in the region during the war. In the
latter half of the 1950’s, Japanese geographers resumed field surveys in Southeast
Asia. Since then, agricultural and rural geography has been the main area of interest.
Detailed monographs were written by those who carried out long-term participant
observations in rural villages. More recently, geographers are increasingly concerned
with the rapid change taking place in agricultural activities and rural settlements.

On the other hand, urban geography of Southeast Asia was where few
studies were accumulated, though there is now a growing interest in such urban
studies. Geographers have also given little attention to the study of industrialization
and economic development, despite the fact that they have been major research
themes for researchers in the area studies of Southeast Asia. A major focus of
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cultural geographers has been on minority groups, including the hill tribes in the
mainland Southeast Asia, and further development of this field is greatly expected.

On the whole, Japanese geographers have so far made a limited contribution
to the area studies of Southeast Asia. It would be necessary to attach much im-
portance to the field work, to expand the study area and research topics, and to

train young specialists, in order to promote the geographical understanding of
Southeast Asia.
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